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 This is a 
Musical Accent 

The “Accent” is used in reading music to tell the musicians to play a note 
louder than the others. It can go above or below a musical note. 



 

There once was an Alligator who had a 
lot to say, a grumpy old fella who had 

lost his way. 
 

He liked his lagoon, but the problem was, 
he didn’t like visitors floating up above. 

 
Each day he would try to scare them 
away, with a snap of his snout, they 

surely wouldn’t stay. 



 

Rumor had it, there were four Quarter Notes, floating 
down the river in a big row boat. 

“1, 2, 3, 4....” The notes all sang with their 

boat off shore. 

“1”  “2”  “3”  “4”  

Count the Quarter Notes with NO accents with the class.   

“1, 2, 3, 4.” 



 

The Alligator was ready to use his ACCENT >, but 
night came and the notes hid in their tent. 

“I’ll wait until morning, to give them a scare. Those 
little Quarter Notes better beware!” 

> 

Does the ACCENT > look like an 
Alligator’s mouth? 

 



Alligator woke up and heard a Quarter Note...”Hey look 
at me I can float in this boat!” 

They were back, it was time to give them a scare! SNAP! 
The first Quarter Note jumped in the air. 

> 
“1” 

“2” “3” “4” 

(Count and clap with the class.  Number “1” is louder than the others.)  



Now it was time to scare number two, SNAP! The second 
Quarter Note shouted and flew. 

(Count and clap with the class.  Number “2” is louder than the others.) 

> “1” 

“2” 

“3” “4” 



Onto the third Quarter Note, SNAP! He jumped right out 
of the boat! 

(Count and clap with the class.  Number “3” is louder than the others.) 

“1” 

“3” 

“2” “4” >



There was one more note, sitting in the back. SNAP! The 
fourth quarter note couldn’t hold back. 

(Count and clap with the class.  Number “4” is louder than the others.) 

“1” “2” “3” 

“4” 

>



 

Alligator was pleased with what he had done. Using his 
ACCENT was so much fun.   

“Until next time Quarter Notes, let’s see if you get back in 
that big row boat!” 




