
The Best Instruments for Preschoolers 

We have worked with preschool students for 12 years. In that time, we’ve tried almost 

every instrument there is! The following are what we have found to the best instruments 

for young children. They are affordable, durable, playable (they are real instruments), 

and the right size for kids.  

Having just a few of these per class or for classrooms to share is a great way for kids to 

experience playing real instruments without breaking the bank.   

 

1. Ukulele-Martin Smith Ukulele: Most ukuleles 

are small enough for young kids this one is 

inexpensive (usually priced around $30) and it 

plays great. 

 

With ukuleles kids can jam along with music, feel 

like rock stars and play a string instrument that’s 

just the right size for them. They don’t even have 

to be in perfect tune for little ones to get full 

enjoyment from playing them. You might have to 

replace the strings (which means replacing the 

whole ukulele for most people      ) every so often, 

but doing so will bring months of joy to the 

students. Click here to purchase on Amazon 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Drums-Remo Percussion Bongos and Floor Drum: 

Drums can be loud, we all know it. But, they are soooo 

much fun for kids. There is an instant and innate joy to 

playing the drums.  

 

We recommend these bongos and floor drum for the 

classroom. They sound great and are the perfect size to 

be played by little hands. The drumheads (the part that 

gets hit) are durable enough that they should last a long 

time.  

Bongos: Click here to purchase on Amazon 

Floor Drum: Click here to purchase on Amazon  

https://amzn.to/3hNytzp
https://amzn.to/2XfGtQk
https://amzn.to/2XgMXhP


3. Keyboards-Casio SA-46: This keyboard 

is small enough to be stored in a 

classroom cubby and sounds great. Casio 

is a renowned brand for making high end 

keyboards. This one is small, well priced 

and makes a lot of cool musical sounds. It 

can last a while if it is stored properly after 

being played. Click here to purchase on 

Amazon 

 

 

4. Tambourines-These colorful tambourines come in a 12 

pack so there are plenty to go around. They sound good 

and are surprisingly durable. They are great for group 

musical activities. Click here to purchase on Amazon 

For a higher quality tambourine, the Remo kids tambo is 

perfect. Click here to purchase on Amazon 

 

 

 

5. Shakers-What classroom is complete without a set of 

egg-shaped shakers. These sound good and won’t break 

open and spill beads if they’re dropped. There’s a set of 

12 so the whole group can play together. Click here to 

purchase on Amazon 

 

 

 

6. Xylophone-Xylophones are great for kids. They’re 

color coded, its easy to see the pitch of the note 

related to the size of the tone bar. They are 

percussive (like a drum) and melodic. There are 

higher quality xylophones out there. But, for a jam 

along instrument that’s fun for kids, this one is great. It 

sounds good, it’s cost effective and it’s durable. Click 

here to purchase on Amazon 

https://amzn.to/3q5hrzR
https://amzn.to/3q5hrzR
https://amzn.to/2LlQR6q
https://amzn.to/35dgDAy
https://amzn.to/3pVcMQW
https://amzn.to/3pVcMQW
https://amzn.to/3nj6DMC
https://amzn.to/3nj6DMC


 

7. Rhythm Sticks-These are great because they play 

music when struck together or when they strike a drum, 

carpet or the ground and can be used for group 

activities.  

Click here to purchase on Amazon 

 

 

 

 

 

*If you purchase any instruments using the links above My Music Workshop receives a small 

percentage as part of the Amazon Affiliate program.  

 

 

https://amzn.to/38XtCHG

